
Highlighted Changes to the RSVP 
Regulations (45 CFR 2553) 
Final Rule Fact Sheet   

 

 

 

December 17, 2018 

 

SeniorCorps.gov  1 

Overview 
In December 2018, the Final Rule, with updates to Senior Corps program regulations (45 CFR 2551, 45 CFR 2552, 45 CFR 

4553), was published in the Federal Register. Updates to program rules will be effective for all Senior Corps programs on 

January 31, 2019.  

The changes and revisions to the regulations were made after careful consideration of trends and experience and the 

robust feedback provided by Senior Corps grantees over the last two years, most notably through our Senior Corps 

grantee focus groups.  Many of the updates include rewording regulations for clarity and making technical changes, such 

as numbering and references to CNCS, while some updates include modernizing outdated and burdensome regulations 

to fit the needs of current programming.  

This document highlights the regulation updates for the RSVP program. For information on all the changes implemented 

by the Final Rule, see the Final Rule itself or Senior Corps’ Final Rule Headquarters. The Final Rule Headquarters also 

includes side-by-side comparisons of selected regulations and fact sheets with more detail on some of these changes.    

Highlighted Changes to the RSVP Program Regulations 
RSVP promotes the engagement of older persons as resources in planning for community improvement and in delivery of 

volunteer services.  RSVP matches the skills of older adults, who are willing to help with local organizations to address 

identified needs of the community.  For RSVP, the regulation changes include technical updates to definitions and the 

addition or modification of certain definitions (Subpart A, Subpart C, Subpart E, Subpart H, Subpart I), modifications and 

technical updates to specific administrative responsibilities (Subpart B), clarifications of language to demonstrate what 

cost reimbursements are optional and what are required (Subpart D), removal of the cap on volunteers used to assist with 

project administration (Subpart F), removal of the regulations that were specific to the enactment of competition in 2013 

(Subpart G), and consolidation and clarification of grantee responsibilities for performance measurement.  

Highlights of the new RSVP regulations, as well as information of why CNCS made these changes, are included below: 

 Removes annual service plan and annual assessment requirements as these processes are duplicative of work 

required to assess community need for national performance measure requirements (45 CFR 2553.23 (f), (g)).  As 

such, CNCS found these requirements added unwarranted and unnecessary administrative burden 

 Clarifies cost reimbursements such that recognition and insurance must be provided; meals and transportation 

may be provided (45 CFR 2553.43).  CNCS determined that it would be helpful to clarify which items are required 

and which items may be required.  

 Removes language that “no more than 5% of the total number of volunteers budgeted for the project are assigned 

to it in administrative or support positions” (45 CFR 2553.61).  By eliminating this requirement, we have removed 

duplicative administrative burden as specific requirements related to RSVP volunteer service activities are 

included in national performance measure requirements.  

 Consolidates RSVP performance measurement requirements (45 CFR 2553 Subpart J).  CNCS has determined that 

it is unnecessary and duplicative to have specific performance measurement language in regulation as 

compliance with performance measure requirements is mandated by statute and specific details are better 

communicated in national performance measurement instructions.   

Questions? 
If you have any questions, please reach out to your CNCS Program Officer or email SCFinalRule@cns.gov.  
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